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The Levy Light 
  Looking Back on 50 Years  

  by Leon L. Levy 
 

One of the highlights of my life is acknowledging the 50th anni-
versary of Leon L. Levy & Associates.  It was July 27, 1971 that 

I chose to leave the employ of Baer Insurance Agency and 
form my own company.  I began Leon L. Levy & Associates 

with a very simple goal—to provide honest quality advice in 

helping people with their life insurance.  As the firm grew, I 

was able to add on other divisions over the years which in-

clude disability insurance, long-term care insurance, group 

health insurance 

benefits, and wealth management.  We grew the staff from just 

myself and an assistant to approximately 30 associates.   

 

I decided on the name of Leon L. Levy & Associates because I 

always envisioned a company with an emphasis on those asso-

ciates that could provide a spectrum of financial advice to elim-

inate and insure against risk.  I am very fortunate and blessed 

for the continuation of our organization with my sons, Victor 

and David, who run the business using their education, talent, 

experience, and well qualified team members to continue taking 

care of our customers.   

 

I love you all, please stay well, and I certainly would love to hear from you anytime. 

Leon L. Levy & Associates 
Celebrating our 50th Anniversary 

    Growing Up in this Company by David Levy 
 

I was three years old when Dad started Leon L. Levy & Associates.  I believe I was 

about seven or eight when I visited Dad’s office for the first 
time.  I was so excited to go with him to work, and his office 

at that time was located at 1845 Walnut Street.  I dressed in 

my brown three-piece suit, and off to work with Dad I went. 
 

The first thing I remember is the elevator buttons that worked on finger heat sen-

sor.  I also remember the receptionist desk had switches with lights for letting the  

Leon at our 1845 Walnut Street Office in 1978 

Leon at our 1845 Walnut Street Office in 1977 

 

David at about age 7 (Cont’d on Page 4) 
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I began working at Leon L. Levy and Associates in the summer of 1993. I had fin-

ished all of my schooling, became certified as a CPA and attorney, and was thrown 
into quickly learning about life insurance. There was also a new product on the 

scene at that time called long term care insurance which I studied diligently.  
 

Early on, I recall going on many appointments with Dad, which gave me the opportunity to observe 
him helping people with their insurance.  I came to learn that insurance relating to protecting one's 

income, one’s assets or one’s family really has a single purpose - to help people be prepared for 
circumstances that are beyond their control. This recognition was the seed that helped us launch 

Levy Wealth Management Group, which today provides comprehensive financial planning, a kind of 
preparation for all kinds of future risk. 

 
Thank you, Dad. I am proud of the many people who have worked with us over the years and joined 

us on our journey. Morevoer, our wealth management team today is a high performance team who 
every day follow your original goal of providing honest and pragmatic financial advice. None of it 

would have happened if not for the very simple idea of wanting to help other people be prepared.  
 

As we celebrate our 50th anniversary, I look ahead with joy in my heart as we continue to build structures to withstand the 
next 50 years so that we can continue to serve all of our clients with our best thinking, our total commitment, and most im-
portantly to provide the same care that was there when Dad launched our firm and placed that first insurance policy.    
 
 

                                        A Life Sentence by Donna McPeake, Customer Services Associate 
 
I have been with LLLA/LWMG for 34 years.  On my 20th anniversary I recall 

being introduced to someone. I told them how long I had been with Leon L. 
Levy & Associates, and they said: “Oh my, you’re serving a life sentence.” So 

now when people ask me how long I’ve been with the organization, I jokingly 
say: “I am serving a life sentence with no chance of parole!”   

  
I cannot believe the organization is celebrating its 50th Anniversary and I 

would not trade my 34 years for anything.  I truly love what I do and all the 
relationships I have made along the way.  

Some of our current core group back in 2001 (Leon, Donna, Paula, Lisa, Victor & David) 

Reflecting Back by Lisa DiStefano, Customer Services Associate 
 

I have worked for LLLA/LWMG for 33 years and I am ready to see what the next 33 have in store 

for us. There have been ups and downs, but one thing about this group of people is that I can 
always rely on them. We’ve been through so much together, which is why I can call them family. I 

will be forever grateful for Leon L Levy and everything he taught me as well as what he has done 
for me. I say with pride, Leon Levy & Associates has brought out the very best in me.  

Victor in the office circa 1998 

Leon & Lisa, May 2018 

My Journey by Victor Levy 
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I started with the company on May 24, 1976, five years after Leon L. Levy & 

Associates was founded in 1971.  I had just moved to the Philadelphia area from 

Brooklyn, New York, and was seeking a job as an administrative assistant, or a 

secretary as it was called back in the day.  I was referred to Leon L. Levy & 
Associates by an employment agency.  I passed whatever tests were given to 

me during my interview, and was offered the job by Leon’s assistant, John 

Tavella, while Leon was out-of-town.  It was only my first interview of the day, so I turned down 

the job offer as John informed me that the firm would not be willing to pay the employment 

finder’s fee, which was approximately one-week’s salary. I said thank you, but no thank you, and 

walked out.  John quickly came out after me, while I was waiting for the elevator, and told me 

he spoke with Leon and they agreed to pay the fee.  I said, well okay then, and I started the very 

next Monday.   
 

I have seen many  

associates come and go through the years (a few who are 

still close friends of mine).  Since I started with the firm, it 

grew from just five of us, Leon, John Tavella, Cathy Phil-

lips, Trude Sweeney and myself (very few of you would 

probably remember these names) to the larger firm it is 

today.  I have been with the firm so long that I attended 

Victor and David’s Bar Mitzvahs, which is hard to believe.  I 

am happy and proud to still be working for this wonderful 
family firm 45 years later.   

Paula & Leon Holiday-Holiday Dinner 1984 

at The Three Threes restaurant 

Paula & Leon-Rittenhouse Square, May 2021 

Paula at 1845 Walnut Street office, 1978 

Thank you, Leon, and The Levy Organization—Happy 50th!  

   45 Years and Counting by Paula Gill, Administrative Associate 

      My Time Here by Josh Goldberg, Controller 
 

Over the past eight years working for Leon L. Levy & Associates and Levy Wealth Manage-

ment Group, I have learned many valuable lessons. Starting as an intern and working my 

way up to the Controller of the firm has been a dream 

come true. Learning the ins and outs of how financial op-

erations work in a small family office and has been most 

valuable.  Working with Leon, Victor, David & Michael and 
the rest of the team has been a great asset. I am proud of 

the work we do as a team and I look forward to our 100th 
year celebration. 
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LEVY CORE VALUES   

We the staff of Levy Organization believe: 

 

• Clients Matter Most   
• Teamwork is Essential   
• Ongoing Knowledge Drives Success  
• In Proactive Actions 
• In Responding Urgently  
• Accuracy is Critical  

Upcoming Birthdays: 

 July 22—Paula 

 July 27—Jason 

 July 28—Ryan 

 

Milestones: 
Ryan Hogg passed level two of the CAIA 

(Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst) to 
earn the designation.  
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Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member of FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advice offered through Levy Wealth Management Group,  

a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.  

Time Flies When You’re Having Fun by Betty Samarco, Administrative Associate 
 
Happy 50th Anniversary to Leon and the organization!  I have been part of this company for 20 years. I 

started at the Bellevue and was hired to be Leon’s assistant and receptionist.   
 

I can hardly believe all those years have flown by already.  I absolutely love 
Leon, working with him and my associates. I have had lots of fun working for 

this firm and hope to be here until retirement.    

Growing Up (Cont’d from Page 1) 

 

receptionist know who was in or out.  Then I was introduced to the photocopier, where I copied my hands, fingers and 

face, which made me think that someday working in an office would be pretty cool. Later in my teens, I worked for Sid-

ney Friedman in the agency mailroom, where I learned many organizational skills.   

While in college, I worked at Phoenix Mutual, in Hartford, Connecticut, which was Dad’s primary company.  I was invited 

to attend the sales convention in Bermuda with the company, which was right after my graduation.  I also remember a 

couple of other great Phoenix-sponsored trips—one where our entire family was invited to surprise my Dad when he 

was to receive an award as their leading agent in the country, which took place at the Biltmore Colorado Springs re-

sort. There was another in Orlando, Florida where Phoenix rented out Animal Kingdom for a private party.  I have many great memories work-

ing at Phoenix Mutual. 

In 1992, I joined Leon L. Levy & Associates, and an associate by the name of Steve Haney was my mentor.  I assisted with proposals, and I was 

studying for my life and health license.  In the organization, Steve was also responsible for the benefits business, which was about 30 clients 

with major medical, group Life, disability and dental.  In 1993 or 94, Steve left the firm to move to Europe, and that left me to take over the 

benefits business.  This was during the time when Blue Cross rolled out Personal Choice.  I used LOTUS-123 to make spreadsheets for com-

parisons.  It was then that my career as a benefits consultant started.  In 1995, I hired my first benefits employee.  Then, the following year I 

hired my second employee, Charlene Gaydosh, who is still with me today.  It’s been quite a ride and I look forward to where it will continue to 

take us.  

Betty and Leon at Holiday Dinner in 2002 


